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Architecture in balance with people 
and the environment 

PLH Arkitekter is an office with more than 30 
years of experience in architecture and planning, 
client advisory, industrial design, and workplace 
design. PLH has a holistic approach to creating 
architecture, which balances the aesthetic, 
conceptual, and technical with human needs 
and patterns of use. GeoCenter Møns Klint, The 
New Danish National Archives, and The Aller 
Media Building in the harbor of Copenhagen are 
distinctive sustainable buildings—awarded for 
their genuine architecture and interaction with 
the surrounding city or landscape. PLH consider 
buildings to be more than “passive” users of 
energy. They are “active” environments, where 
human needs are an integral part of the creation of 
sustainable solutions and where people can thrive.

Edited by Casey C.M. Mathewson + Ann Videriksen
Introduction by Kent Martinussen

a = Architecture
5 = Examples from the past five-year time period
a5 = Worldwide documentary series on architecture 
from the past five years

 
a5 Architecture is a new book series focusing on ar-
chitecture, interiors, and landscapes in select global 
cities. This second volume in the series is devoted to 
Copenhagen-based architects, and more specifically, 
to Copenhagen for its reputation as one of the most 
creative centers in the world. 

Denmark has had a significant impact on the world 
stage—technologically, architecturally, and human-
istically. Thoughtful advances continue to emerge 
from this country and many of these advances have 
served as models around the globe.

With the focus on recent visionary urban planning, 
urban renewal of major waterfront projects, and the 
eco-city image created by bicycle paths, expanded 
public transportation systems, and green space, 
the City of Copenhagen has increased its global rel-
evance. The work by Danish architects enhances 
Denmark’s milieu-driven design reputation and high-
lights the country’s commitment to provide thought-
ful, healthy living environments for its citizens.

a5 Copenhagen is devoted to a select group of ar-
chitects whose work represents the vision for this 
book. The work is shown in depth with site plans, 
floor plans, project descriptions, and images to 
give the reader a thorough understanding of each 
project. The architectural firms included in this vol-
ume are 3XN, AART, Arkitema, BIG, COBE, Dissing 
+ Weitling, Entasis, Henning Larsen, Vilhelm Lau-
ritzen, Lundgaard & Tranberg, C.F. Møller, Dorte 
Mandrup Arkitekter, OMA, ONV, PLH, SLA, Smith, 
Hammer & Lassen, and Tegnestuen Vandkunsten. 
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